
 VE Day in Teignmouth  

 

The Teignmouth Post - Victory! 

Victory in Europe Day, generally known as VE Day, was to celebrate the formal acceptance by the 

Allies of Nazi Germany's unconditional surrender of its armed forces on the 8th of May 1945 and 

thereby ending the war in Europe.  

Many people in Britain didn't wait for the official day of celebration and began the festivities as 

soon as they heard the news on the 7th of May.  

After years of wartime restrictions from food and clothes rationing to blackouts and bombing raids  

it was understandable how eager the population were to finally be able to let loose and enjoy 

themselves. Colourful bunting and flags lined the streets of villages, towns, and cities across 

Britain. On the eve of VE Day, bonfires were lit, people danced and the pubs were full of revellers. 

 

Victory Ball at the Royal Hotel, Teignmouth on Wednesday, May 9th, 1945. 

Victory thanksgiving street parties at Teignmouth were celebrated on a large scale and parents  

saw to it that the children had something to remember the greatest victory of all time.  



 

Teignmouth Post - Thanksgiving street parties. 

  

 

Dancing on Teignmouth Pier. 

 

 



 

VE Day parade in Teignmouth. 

 

 

Location map for images. 

 

 



Images from around Teignmouth 

 

 

 

 

 

Courtesy of the Wilson Archive 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Bank Street 

We were still celebrating in 1946………. 

 

Kings letter to schoolchildren 1946. 



 

Official Programme of the Victory Celebrations 8th June 1946 – cover. 

 

Official Programme of the Victory Celebrations 8th June 1946 – inside. 

 



However things were not progressing as well as what was hoped for ……. 

 

 

The aftermath – housing crisis 

 



A post-war report has the following information: 

Cities like Exeter and Plymouth where hundreds of homes were flattened by German air raids had 

more damage than Teignmouth and with a population of around 10500 it did not have the 

resources of these larger towns. 

The council housing committee gave priority to re-housing bomb damage families and managed to 

find accommodation for 323 Teignmouth families. This list included: 64 pre-war houses; 78 post-

war traditional houses and 100 pre-fabricated homes. Most of the pre-fabs were built in Kingsdown 

Road and lasted for far longer than originally intended. 

         

Typical pre-fab buildings 

            

Pre-fabs location in Teignmouth 

 

There were still 400 names on the council housing register and around 226 houses still to be built. 

The costs of all this work was about £200,000 with a probable £100,000 further required to clear 

more of the backlog. A number of houses have been converted to flats housing 32 families. 

The average cost of building these council properties is £1500 and rents are in the range of        

13s and 3d to 28s & 9d (In case you are struggling with these figures that’s roughly 66p and £1.45 

in today’s money!) 



Further reading on ‘pre-fabs’. 

What were prefabs made of? 

Early temporary prefabs were constructed using a timber frame and asbestos cladding or cement, 

while some later buildings used aluminium. 

 

© Historic England Archive. DP183945. 

Designed by the Selection Engineering Company Ltd, the Uni-Seco prefabricated bungalow was 

the third most common type of prefab built as part of the Temporary Housing Programme. They 

were constructed using a timber frame and asbestos cement 

Later, permanent prefabs were made using precast reinforced concrete or steel frames clad in 

asbestos panels. 

Do people still live in prefabs? 

Although initially planned as a temporary fix, many prefabricated homes have lasted far longer 

than originally intended. 

Those that have survived are often well-loved and defended against the threat of redevelopment. 

 

© Historic England Archive. DP220920. 

In total, 156,623 prefab bungalows were built between 1945 and 1949. 

Around 8,000 are left in the UK today, with about 30 listed. People still live in them today. 

As well as the interruption to traditional house building and damage from bombing, the war years 

also witnessed a dramatic increase in population growth. 

In 1942 the government set up the Burt Committee to ‘consider materials and methods of 

construction suitable for the building of houses and flats, having regard to efficiency, economy and 

speed of erection’. 
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© Historic England Archive. P/H00093/001 

This Universal House prefabricated bungalow dates from 1946. The Universal Housing Co Ltd of 

Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire, designed it. Constructed using timber or steel frames and asbestos 

cement cladding, each bungalow cost £1,218 to build. 

In the first decade after the Second World War, nearly 500,000 permanent homes were built using 

some form of prefabrication. Prefab housing estates were often built on bomb sites, some of which 

were cleared and prepared by Italian and German prisoners of war. 

In 1942, the government introduced the Utility Furniture Scheme, established to create good 

quality standard furniture when there was a shortage of raw materials and increased demand due 

to wartime bombing. 

Phoenix Type temporary bungalows were prefabs constructed using a timber frame and asbestos 

cladding. Each unit cost £1,200. 16 surviving examples in Moseley, Birmingham, were given listed 

building status in 1998. 

Uni-Seco prefabricated houses designed by the Selection Engineering Company Ltd, the Uni-

Seco temporary prefabricated house was made of asbestos cement on a timber frame. One of the 

most numerous prefabs with almost 29,000 built all over Britain. The Uni-Seco was a highly 

versatile prefab. The building was designed in a kit and could be assembled in various 

combinations to suit its location. 

 

A young girl in the kitchen of a Uni-Seco prefabricated home in Brixton, London.                             

© Historic England Archive. P/H00049/007. 

The Uni-Seco’s designer, Hungarian émigré George Fejér introduced streamlined kitchen design 

and appliances. This Uni-Seco kitchen features integrated shelving, fitted cupboards, a fridge and 

a fold-away table. 
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The AIROH House was constructed using aluminium and some 54,500 were built. 

 

An AIROH House being assembled.                                                                                                      

© Historic England Archive. P/H00042/003. 

Also known as the Aluminium Bungalow, AIROH stands for Aircraft Industries Research 

Organisation for Housing. 

The AIROH brought together several aircraft manufacturers to diversify their product lines in the 

immediate post-war period. With the capacity to produce vast quantities of aluminium, the AIROH 

was made in large numbers. 

The UK100 or American. 

A delegation of engineers sent to the United States recommended a temporary prefab design 

created by the Federal Public Housing Authority. 8,150 arrived in Britain in 1945. 

It was initially planned for 30,000 UK100s to be imported from the United States. However, the end 

of the Lend-Lease Act reduced the number to 8,150. 

Permanent prefabs. 

While temporary prefabs could help solve the nation’s housing crises in the short term, a supply of 

permanent houses was of utmost importance. Wartime and post-war shortages and austerity 

meant designers and builders were encouraged to develop innovative solutions. 

In 1943 the Ministry of Works established an experimental demonstration site in Northolt, London, 

which enabled new designs to be costed and shown to the public. In the first decade after the 

Second World War, nearly 500,000 permanent homes were built using some form of 

prefabrication. 
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The Orlit House 

• Designed by: Czech émigré architect Ervin Katona for Orlit Ltd 

• Construction: precast reinforced concrete 

 

Orlit houses, Kingfield Estate, Poplar, Tower Hamlets, London.                                                         

© Historic England Archive. P/H00060/001. 

To help solve the housing crisis in the London borough of Poplar, the building firm Orlit Ltd 

proposed a two-storey prefabricated house. 

The Ministry of Works built the homes on a site previously cleared by German prisoners of war. 

The Howard House 

• Designed by: architect and town planner Frederick Gibberd for civil engineering and 

building contractors John Howard and Company 

• Construction: light steel frame clad with asbestos panels 

• Built: 1,500 

                                                                                           
A Howard House under construction in Windsor and Maidenhead. The prefabricated Howard 

House was designed by architect Frederick Gibberd and produced by John Howard & Co. 

Constructed using a light steel frame clad with asbestos panels.                                                      

© Historic England Archive. OP33568. 
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Named after its manufacturer, the Howard House was suitable for factory mass production and 

only took a few days to construct. 

Airey Houses 

• Designed by: Leeds industrialist and builder Sir Edwin Airey 

• Construction: precast concrete blocks 

• Built: around 26,000 

 

Airey Houses under construction in Chingford, Waltham Forest, London.                                         

© Historic England Archive. P.H00005/004. 

One of the most prolific permanent prefab houses, the Airey House could be built in two weeks 

and required no skilled labour or specialist equipment. 

They were made of small concrete blocks that were light enough to be handled by one or two 

workers. Conceived in the 1920s, they continued to be built up to 1955. 

The Swedish House 

• Construction: timber 

• Built: 5,000 

 

A prefabricated Swedish House in an unidentified location in England. In the mid-1940s, 5,000 

prefabricated two-storey houses were imported from Sweden.                                                                  

© Historic England Archive. P/H00002/004. 
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In the early 20th century, Sweden had a skilled prefab industry. In the mid-1940s, 5,000 Swedish 

Houses were exported to England. 

The two-storey houses had two or three bedrooms, a living room and a bathroom. The first was 

built at Abbots Langley, Hertfordshire, in January 1946. 

The Wates House 

• Designed by: Wates Ltd 

• Construction: cast concrete 

• Built: 60,000 

 

Wates Houses, Tulse Hill, London.                                                                                                    

© Historic England Archive. AA98/06364. 

During the Second World War, the construction company Wates Ltd developed several concrete 

structures, including parts of the Mulberry Harbours used during the Normandy invasion. 

After the war, Wates used its modular cast concrete technology to construct over 60,000 houses 

and flats. 

The Cornish Unit 

• Designed by: Cornish firm, the English China Clay Company 

• Construction: concrete panels 

• Built: 40,000 

 

Cornish Unit houses in Hoo St Werburgh, Medway.                                                                               

© Historic England Archive. DP172145. 
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The designs for the Cornish Unit were finalised by 1946. In the following 10 years, more than 

40,000 were built by local authorities.                                

The concrete panels used in their construction incorporated waste material from china clay pits. 

Bungalows and two-storey and terraced house versions were made. 

Protected prefabs. 

Despite the temporary nature of many of the country’s wartime and early post-war prefabs, some 

have survived. This has sometimes resulted from a local protest against the threat of demolition 

and redevelopment. 

Recognition of the architectural and historical significance of the prefab was eventually given in 

1998 when 16 prefabs in Birmingham were listed at Grade II, and in 2009 when six were listed in 

South East London. 

Wake Green Road, Moseley, Birmingham 

Phoenix design prefab bungalows were built along Wake Green Road, Birmingham, in 1945. The 

Ministry of Works constructed them on land and foundations supplied by Birmingham City Council. 

                                                                             
16 Phoenix prefabs in Wake Green Road were listed at Grade II in 1998.                            

Historic England Archive. BB98/21734. 

2,248 Phoenix prefabs were built as part of the Temporary Housing Programme. 

In 2009 six surviving prefabs at the Excaliber Estate, in the London borough of Lewisham, were 

listed at Grade II. 

Acknowledgements:  Historic England Archive.  

Teign Museum. 
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