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 Ron Henderson takes a look �behind the   
 scene� at an important aspect of the � re   
 service.
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 Allan Bedford�s play on words, with the   
 pronunciation of Teignmouth, o� ers   
 a tin-full of interesting pictures of lorries at   
 this West Country port.
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 Phil Reed continues his look back at lorries   
 available to operators in the mid-1960s   
 � with Guy, International and Karrier this   
 time.

��� ����
�����������
 Mike Forbes o� ers a preview of the latest   
 Road Haulage Archive issue, with some   
 additional pictures of lorries that travelled   
 with the Big Top.  
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 As we leave the European Union, Malcolm   
 Bates looks back to another time when   
 Britain had to export worldwide � and had  
 a commercial vehicle industry to do it with.
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 Mike Forbes remembers a visit to the 1980s  
 opening of the new Swains of Stretton   
 depot.
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 Mike Forbes looks at the transport of  
 herring from Scottish � shing ports,  
 with pictures from the Chris Hodge  
 �Stilltime� Collection.
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 The third part of Malcolm Wright�s  
 commemoration of the Centenary of the  
 East Kent Road Car Co in 100 nostalgic  
 pictures.
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 Following our �Scenes Past� featuring  
 dump trucks, Alan Barnes takes a closer  
 look at Scammell�s o� -road models.

��� ��		�������
 Good Ideas for Good Days Out during the  
 next month.
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 You have your say, with some interesting  
 stories, pictures and thoughts on items in  
 recent issues of the magazine. 

��� ������������� what�s in the next  
 issue�

��� ���	������� Gently Bentley
 A Diamond T heavy recovery vehicle  
 of Bentley�s of She�  eld with an 
 over-loaded Bedford, plus a mystery  
 tractor unit�

Vintage Roadscene is published on the third Friday of
 each month preceding the cover date.

������������������������������
������������
�����������
������������

VINTAGE ROADSCENE
WWW.ROADSCENE.COM
KELSEY MEDIA
Cudham Tithe Barn, Berrys Hill,
Cudham, Kent TN16 3AG

EDITORIAL
Editor: Mike Forbes
Email: vr.ed@kelsey.co.uk
Art Editor: Rob Terry � rob@focusedondesign.co.uk

ADVERTISEMENT SALES
Talk Media Sales
01732 445325
info@talkmediasales.co.uk

Production Supervisor:
Joe Harris 01733 362318
kelseycommercial@atgraphicsuk.com
Team Leader:
Melanie Cooper  - 01733 362701
Publishing Operations Manager: 
Charlotte Whittaker

MANAGEMENT
Managing Director: Phil Weeden
Chief Executive: Steve Wright
Chairman: Steve Annetts
Finance Director: Joyce Parker-Sarioglu
Publisher: Andrew Davies
Retail Distribution Manager: Eleanor Brown
Audience Development Manager: Andy Cotton
Brand Marketing Manager: Rebecca Gibson
Events Manager: Kat Chappell

SUBSCRIPTIONS
12 issues of Vintage Road Scene 
are published per annum
UK annual subscription price: £51.60
Europe annual subscription price: £64.99
USA annual subscription price: £64.99
Rest of World annual subscription price: £70.99
UK subscription and back issue orderline: 
0333 043 9848
Overseas subscription orderline: 
0044 (0) 1959 543 747
Toll free USA subscription orderline: 
1-888-777-0275
UK customer service team: 01959 543 747
Customer service email address: 
subs@kelsey.co.uk
Customer service and subscription 
postal address:
Vintage Roadscene Customer Service Team
Kelsey Publishing Ltd, Cudham Tithe Barn  
Berry�s Hill, Cudham, Kent,TN16 3AG, United 
Kingdom
ISSN 0266-8947
Find current subscription o� ers on our website: 
shop.kelsey.co.uk/VRS

Website
Find current subscription o� ers at 
shop.kelsey.co.uk/vrsback
Buy back issues at shop.kelsey.co.uk/vrsback
 
Already a subscriber? 
Manage your subscription online at 
shop.kelsey.co.uk/myaccount

DISTRIBUTION
Seymour Distribution Ltd, 2 East Poultry Avenue, 
London, EC1A 9PT
www.seymour.co.uk
Tel: 020 7429 4000

PRINTING
PCP Ltd, Telford, Shropshire. Tel: 020 7429 4000

Kelsey Media 2017 ' all rights reserved. Kelsey Media is a trading name 
of Kelsey Publishing Ltd. Reproduction in whole or in part is forbidden 
except with permission in writing from the publishers. Note to 
contributors: articles submitted for consideration by the editor must be the 
original work of the author and not previously published. Where 
photographs are included, which are not the property of the contributor, 
permission to reproduce them must have been obtained from the owner 
of the copyright. The editor cannot guarantee a personal response to all 
letters and emails received. The views expressed in the magazine are not 
necessarily those of the Editor or the Publisher. Kelsey Publishing Ltd 
accepts no liability for products and services o� ered by third parties.

Kelsey Publishing Ltd uses a multi-layered privacy notice, giving you 
brief details about how we would like to use your personal information. 
For full details, visit www.kelsey.co.uk , or call 01959 543524.

If you have any questions, please ask as submitting your details 
indicates your consent, until you choose otherwise, that we and our 
partners may contact you about products and services that will be of 
relevance to you via direct mail, phone, email or SMS. You can opt out at 
ANY time via email: data.controller@kelsey.co.uk or 01959 543524.
Vintage Roadscene is available for licensing worldwide. For more 
information, contact bruce@bruceawfordlicensing.com

www.kelsey.co.uk

�›

��	��
�����

�����
��
���
����

 www.roadscene.com    May 17       3

›�



Classic Lorries is a trading style of ISIS insurance. ISIS Insurance
Service Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial

conduct Authority. Our firm number is 314533.

Eddie Johnson, HGV and Classic Lorry Insurance Specialist

“No two lorries are the
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a specialist to arrange your
insurance cover”
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it was difficult to identify a lorry without 
signwriting and the fuel tank would, of 
course, be the first area covered in mud! 

He was once told by Heathfield Haulier, 
Gerald Valiance that, after one of his fully 
laden AEC Mercurys became stranded on 
the notorious Halden Hill, it was hitched 
up behind the company’s fully-loaded and 
only Commer TS3, VOD 55, and towed back 
to Heathfield. Being suitably impressed Mr 
Vallance ordered ten more Commers, their 
fuel economy being another great attraction.

Devon Trading Co/
Teignmouth Quay Co
The Devon Trading Co Head Office was in 
Bideford, with the registered office at Queen 
Street Station Yard, Exeter. The company 
imported large quantities of timber, and was 
a quarry owner in the South Devon area, also 

owning the docks, which acted as a hub for 
the shipment of vast quantities of the local 
ball clay from the Bovey Basin. Italy was a 
good market for this commodity with ships 
bound for the port of Genoa.

Devon Trading became a very good 
customer of Sentinel of Shrewsbury, buying 
a succession of this company’s steam 
waggons, including three of the advanced S4 
models, the final example being one of the 
last built, as late as June 1937. John recalls 
seeing them, travelling down the steep hill 
in Dawlish Road (A379), into Teignmouth 
during World War II. The company’s second 
S4, No 9036, FJ 9642, new in March 1934, was 
last licensed in December 1948. Its first S4, 
however, No 8850, FJ 9248, new in October 
1933, enjoyed a prolonged lease of life 
within the confines of Teignmouth Dock and 
was christened ‘The Lion’.

The Lion however, was totally dwarfed 
by another of Sentinel’s diverse products. 
This was a 1924-built, single-geared Super 
Sentinel Tractor, No 5644, originally intended 
to be shipped to the agent in Calcutta. lt 
remained at Shrewsbury until1931, when it 

was sold to the Teignmouth Quay Co, to be 
used for shunting purposes on the docks. lt 
was christened ‘The Elephant’ and remained 
in use until the early 1960s. Passing into 
preservation in 1963, it currently lives in 
North Holland.

W L Vallance, Heathfield, 
Newton Abbot
This haulage company is happily still trading. 
Its vehicles were daily visitors to Teignmouth 
Docks, a mixed fleet of Bedfords, Commers, 
Dodges and AEC Mercurys. The Mercurys 
were more often seen trunking clay to the 
potteries, six days a week. The fleet colour in 
the early days was slate grey, which was later 
relieved with powder blue.

Alf Martin, Galmpton 
(Paignton)
Alf’s vehicles were daily visitors to 
Teignmouth Docks, including his 1953 
Commer ‘QX’, PTA 603, which was fitted with 
a Rootes petrol engine.

� We will have more of these wonderful 
period pictures of lorries at Teignmouth 
Docks next time. 

Below:  Alf’s Commer is seen with Budleigh 
Transport’s 1953 Bedford S Type, PTA 271, 
with an Austin K4 and another Commer 
behind.
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If you have followed the first three parts 
of this little mini-series you will have 
already seen that 1965 was a significant 
year for many UK lorry manufacturers. 
And so it was for Guy, with which we 

open this latest instalment.
The immediate few years prior to 1965 

had seen Guy go through a torrid time 
financially.  This greatly weakened the 
company, such that in 1961 Guy Motors 
went into receivership. This was then 
followed by the then rapidly expanding 
Jaguar group buying the company.

It must be said that Guy’s downfall was 
not the result of making poorly designed or 
poor quality lorries. Rather it was the result 
of a loss making South African venture, 
not helped by the massive development 
and warranty costs of the advanced, but 
ultimately unsuccessful Wulfrunian double-
deck bus.

As a result of the Jaguar buy-out – and the 
vision of its top man, Sir William Lyons – Guy 
then completely moved out of the medium 
truck sector. Lyons rightly recognised that 
Guy could not compete profitably with the 
volume manufacturers of lighter weight 
lorries. Fortunately, the 1958-introduced 
Invincible 2 range and lighter weight Warrior 
models were very good vehicles – and more 
than able to hold their own in the heavy 
lorry market.

Manufacturers 
Scene
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Both the Invincible and Warrior ranges had 
been extremely popular thanks – among 
other factors – to the striking cab which was 
fitted, with its strong American influences, 
the wide model spread and a very rational 
approach to buying in the best available 
components. As a result, they sold well until 

they were superceded in 1965.
Sir William’s vision of Guy being a major 

force in the UK premium lorry sector was 
taken a stage further with the new Big J 
range, which was designed by Cliff Elliott.  
Elliott had been recruited by Sir William 
from Dodge to design a new Daimler lorry.  
Jaguar had bought Daimler, by then mainly 
relying on its bus production to survive, a 
short time prior to buying Guy.  

With the purchase of Guy Motors, the 
Daimler lorry project was shelved and 
Jaguar’s new lorry range was launched as 
the Guy Big J (J for Jaguar - get it?) at the 
1964 Earls Court Commercial Vehicle Show.  
The Big J was designed from the outset to 
completely replace all the existing Guy lorry 
models.  As such, the Big J range included a 
full complement of maximum gross weight 
Big J4 two axle, Big J6 three axle and Big J8 
four axle rigid chassis, plus the Big J4T two 
axle and Big J6T three axle tractor units.

All models in the Big J range used a version 
of the recently introduced Motor Panels cab, 
which was to become a common fitment 
among the UK’s smaller lorry manufacturers.  
Alongside Guy, in years to come, other lorry 
makers using this Motor Panels cab included 
Argyle, ERF, Foden, S&D, Scammell, Seddon, 

Phil Reed continues his review of what was available on the market for four-wheeled lorries in 1965.

Above: An early Guy Big J4 seen on test, with a load of test weights on its platform body, on 
Wolverhampton trade-plates, 039 UK.

continues his review of what was available on the market for four-wheeled lorries in 1965.

�����
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lorry market. components. As a result, they sold well until 

Above: Some Guy Invincibles with the previous type of cab continued to be delivered into 1965-6, 
like this long-lived six-wheeler, DLU 745C, still working as a tipper quite recently.



of the Big J range, ENV gearboxes tended 
to be used, with AEC boxes in the heavier 
models.  Later, Fuller Roadranger gearboxes 
took the place of the AEC units in higher 
gross weight versions of the Big J.

Big J4s – like the rest of the new Guy range 
– quickly became a popular choice with 
both own account and haulage customers. 
A combination of a high specification and 
good value for money were key features in 
the achievement of this success.

We now move on through the alphabet to 
International.  Many keen truck enthusiasts 
may wonder what – if any – post-war 
involvement this US company had in the UK 
lorry market. 

Prior to World War II, International lorries 
had been sold in small numbers in the UK.  
And, after the war, when any sort of new or 
decent condition vehicle was at a premium, 
a number of International lorries (I would 
imagine they would have been war surplus) 
went into service with UK operators.  

So International had some previous 
experience of the UK lorry market, as 

 www.roadscene.com        May 17       17

Unipower and, in Europe, Floor, a specialist 
Dutch truck manufacturer.  

Aside from its wide customer base, the 
Motor Panels cab also had an equally 
disparate application range, from Seddon’s 
little 13.4, through to the mighty Scammell 
Crusader and Samson ultra-heavy, 100+ ton 
haulage tractor units. While Guy was one of 

many to use this cab, it’s version was one of 
the best looking – in my opinion – thanks to 
its well-styled front end. 

Two axle Big J4s were offered in 16 ton 
gvw solo or 32 ton gtw drawbar formats. A 
wide choice of power units was available in 
Big J4, including AEC, Leyland, Cummins, 
Gardner and Rolls Royce. At the lighter end 

Left: The driver loads sacks from a fork-lift 
onto the platform of his slightly later Guy 
Big J4 – note the British Leyland badge – OBF 
805J, of R D Transport, Alrewas, Burton-on-
Trent, with a couple of other Guy Big Js in the 
background.

haulage tractor units. While Guy was one of Gardner and Rolls Royce. At the lighter end experience of the UK lorry market, as Gardner and Rolls Royce. At the lighter end Gardner and Rolls Royce. At the lighter end 

Above: A plain brochure for a plain lorry? Details and dimensions of the Guy Big J four-wheelers.



well as having a large UK tractor and 
agricultural machinery manufacturing 
plant. International was also familiar with 
other right-hand drive markets with its 
successful Australian lorry business, which it 
established in the late 1950s.

All this makes it very hard to understand 
why it chose such an ill-suited product for its 
short-lived UK lorry manufacturing venture.  
This began at International’s Doncaster 
tractor manufacturing plant in 1965 and 
it was all over by 1969 – with only a small 
number of two axle rigid chassis and tractor 
units to show for it.

In many ways, International’s UK escapade 
is a classic example of a US company 
thinking that what was good in their home 
market would be equally successful abroad.  
US companies are not alone – British 
companies have also been equally prone to 
adopt this mistaken attitude to their export 
markets.  

And, just a couple of years on from 1965, a 
whole host of European lorry manufacturers 
had to rapidly change their attitude as to 
what vehicles would suit the UK. They had 
to learn the hard way that UK operating 
conditions required them to do more 
engineering than just move the steering 
wheel from the left to the right hand side of 
the cab if their lorries were to be successful 

Manufacturers 
Scene
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here.
So what did International do wrong?  Well, 

in the USA, the company had what appeared 
to be the ideal candidate for success in the 
UK market with the Loadstar.  This was a 
relatively compact lorry, with an almost 
Bedford TK-style forward control cab – but, 
which tilted. As such, the whole look and 
dimensions of this little International would, 
at face value, have suited the UK market very 
well.

Perhaps they could not convert the US 
Loadstar to right hand drive – though I am 
fairly certain that cannot be the case as I 
think it was sold in Australia. For whatever 
reason, instead making this model in the UK, 
International began assembly of a lightly 
Anglicised version of its Paystar medium 
lorry.  

Renamed the Loadstar in the UK, this 
was – in American parlance – a short nose 
conventional (translation: a rather ugly 

Above: International built its UK ‘Loadstar’ as a four-wheeler or a tractor unit, like this 1966 
example, YTJ 804D, preserved in Bradley of Accrington livery. (A four-wheeler was regularly seen 
here and there through the 1970s, delivering tractor spares from the factory – does anybody have 
a picture of it? – Ed.)a picture of it? – Ed.)

Above: International was previously active in 
the UK market with lorries like this C30 tipper 
of 1936, seen in preservation on the London 
to Brighton Run in 1975. 

Above: This International Loadstar model 1700 tractor unit was delivered to Thrislington 
Engineering of Aycliffe, Co Durham in 1965.
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bonneted lorry). I am afraid that my research 
has managed to find very little about the 
specification of the UK Loadstar.  

However, I am certain that the only engine 
on offer in this vehicle was the Perkins 6.354.  
And, bearing in mind the engine choice 
and of studying the few photos I can find 
of the UK Loadstar, I would guess that the 
maximum gross weight of the rigid chassis 
would be in the 12-13 ton range and the 
tractor was probably an 18 ton gcw rated 
unit.

I vaguely remember seeing one or two of 
these Internationals on the road in those 
days. But, this little known lorry did have a 
brief moment of televised glory. I remember 
catching a programme in which its reporters 
were investigating the fact that lorry drivers 
were working over-long hours. 

As part of this they – presumably as the 
result of a tip-off – followed, in a car, an 
International lorry on its daily delivery 
round.  The driver was obviously unaware 
that he was being followed, even so the 
reporters could not keep up with the lorry 
all of the time. And, every time they caught 
up with it there was the driver working away 
like greased lightning getting goods on and 
off at each call. I would have employed him, 
because the boy was a real worker! 

If you know more about the UK-built 
International lorries, please let editor Mike 
know – as I, for one, would certainly like to 

know more. After this, International bided its 
time, before successfully reappearing on the 
UK truck scene in 1974, with the takeover of 
Seddon Atkinson. 

We finish this instalment with Karrier, a 
long-time member of the Rootes Group.  
By 1965, Karrier had become the Group’s 
specialist lorry maker, catering for short 
haul work.  As a result, Karrier had a 
major presence in local authority, British 
Railways, Royal Mail and other state-sector 
owned fleets, in addition to own account 
distribution businesses.

In 1965, Karrier’s two axle rigid product line 
included the Bantam and larger Gamecock.  
Dependent on model, these trucks were 
offered with a choice of four or six cylinder 
petrol engines – as fitted to the luxury 
Humber Hawk/Super Snipe cars – and four 
or six cylinder Perkins diesel engines. In 
addition, the largest Gamecock models 
were also available with the Rootes TS3 two-
stroke diesel engine. 

The Bantam featured Rootes’ elderly, 1948 
introduced, FC compact forward control 
cab, while the Gamecock shared the same 
cab as Commers of the same date, albeit 

Above: Probably something to do with wartime ‘lease-lend’ from the USA – you can just see the headlamp masks and address blacked out – this 
International K8 was working for Harrison & Co, Builders Merchants, ‘London’. (All pictures from the Stevens-Stratten Vintage Roadscene Picture Library)

cab as Commers of the same date, albeit 

Above: Typical of the Karrier Bantam small tippers still in demand from some small builders and 
local councils in the mid-1960s, this one has been preserved.
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Right: An ex-Civil Defence Bedford 
RL, RYX 345 (London Government 
issue, 1955-57), with its original 
body, equipped with side lockers, 
partly intact, with a generating 
set added for its new role with the 
circus.

Below: Another Ford D Series box 
van, ULB 419M (London, 1973), this 
time with a drop-well at the rear 
and roller-shutter at the front.

Above:  Another unusual vehicle to see with a circus, Morris 
LD van, BHA 702C (Smethwick, 1965), was in use as a living 
van, as well as towing a caravan.

Above:  Equally unusual was this Morris J2, with coachbuilt high-top van body, DHW 970C (Bristol, 1965), which had probably previously been 
something like a baker’s van.
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the M54 motorway, open for business.
The lady duly obliged, doing the honours 

by revealing the plaque, saying some nice 
things about Telford, the company and, 
equally predictably, how the Conservative 
Government of the day was helping the 
transport industry and so on, then sitting in 
a lorry cab for the obligatory photographs 
by the assembled press.

In the way of these things, I still have copies 
of nearly all the issues of Motor Transport 
on which I worked – except, of course, the 
one in which this report appeared, so I can’t 
quote exactly what Mrs Chalker said, but 
we still have the pictures from the day. They 
show some of the varied fleet of vehicles 
assembled for the occasion, as well as a view 
of some of the facilities on what was a very 
spacious site, from memory, with plenty of 
room for expansion.

Whether the company is still operating 
from there, I am not sure, but Swains of 
Stretton is still offering domestic and 
international transport services, with its 
headquarters in Minsterley, near Shrewsbury.

Swains has been in business for over 100 

years, starting with timber, then minerals, 
agricultural haulage, livestock in the 1950s, 
long distance services from the 1960s and 
international transport since the 1970s. 
The company’s website shows a number of 
pictures of Scania lorries from the last 40 
years or so. The make featured among those 

seen on my visit back in 1985 and among 
those regularly seen these days at classic 
vehicle rallies. If anybody has more pictures 
of the vehicles which used to be in the fleet 
of this well-known haulier and would like 
to share them with us, we’d love to see and 
publish them.

Above: The Mercedes-Benz and fridge trailer was parked next to the Scania artic with the tilt trailer 
and Mercedes box van.

Above: A Mercedes artic unit with a box van trailer heads for the vehicle wash, between the fuel pumps and the nice new workshops on the site.
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The East Kent Road Car Co was set 
up on 11th August 1916, by Sydney 
Garcke, from offices at Station 
Road West in Canterbury, services 
beginning on 1st September 

1916. The company was an amalgamation of a 
number of firms, including the London & South 
Coast Motor Company, the East Kent & Herne 
Bay Motor Omnibus Co Ltd, both founded in 
1905, plus the Herne Bay & Canterbury Motor 
Services Co, which had run services up to World 
War I.

2016 was the Centenary Year of The 
East Kent Road Car Co, so Malcolm 

Wright continues his look at the history 
of this famous bus and coach operator, 
with 100 nostalgic photographs. This is 

the third selection of 25 pictures.

����
������
��������
����

Left: Sister vehicle to those seen last time, FFN 384 is seen being repainted into open top livery, 
between the now destroyed 1938 Morris Commercial bus EXM 542 and Harrington-bodied AEC 
Reliance FKL129D. At that time they were housed at Upchurch as part of the ‘South East Bus 
Collection’. FFN 384 had been converted to open top in 1970, but withdrawn by 1973 and used as a 
driver-trainer. It spent some time at Ensign and Lewington of Harold Hill from 1977, where it was 
painted bright blue, as he received it in the early 1980s from Norfolk.

PSV Scene

Sydney Garcke had started services 
between Deal and Kingsdown, Herne Bay and 
Canterbury, part of British Electric Traction from 
1910. The businesses of Margate, Canterbury 
& District Motor Services, Ramsgate Motor 
Coaches and Folkestone & District Road Car Co 
also became part of East Kent, as recorded in 
Part 1.

These companies had all had vehicles 

requisitioned in the early part of World War I. 
The initial East Kent fleet was made up of the 
former Thomas Tilling 32 seat vehicles from 
the Folkestone & District Road Car Co, Deal and 
District Motor Services, Margate, Canterbury & 
District Motor Services, Wacher of Herne Bay, 
Ramsgate Motor Coaches plus, by 1919, two 
Thornycroft 40 hp from Sayers of Margate.

Several other small operations were 
taken into the fleet during the 1920s, with 
acquisitions continuing into the 1930s, 
including the tramway operations in Dover 
and Thanet, which were replaced by buses. 
Operating agreements, regarding the 
boundaries for operating services were 
quickly established with the neighbouring BET 
companies, Maidstone & District to the west 
and Southdown to the south.

East Kent suffered some damage during 
World War II, but continued as part of the BET 
group, until this became part of the National 
Bus Company at the end of the 1960s, the 
maroon and cream livery being replaced 
with NBC ‘Poppy Red’. Then the company was 
privatised in 1987, before becoming part of the 
Stagecoach Group in 1993.

East Kent has proved popular with 
enthusiasts, with some of the original 
company’s vehicles surviving in preservation. 
We continue our pictorial history, with a look 
at vehicles from the early post-war years, up to 
the 1960s. 

Sydney Garcke had started services 

������

War I.

Left: Sister vehicle to those seen last time, FFN 384 is seen being repainted into open top livery, 
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wheelbase chassis which, like the all-steel cab, 
was built at Watford. However the tipper bodies 
were manufactured by Telehoist in Cheltenham, 
which also provided the Telelever LKS double-
acting tipping gear.

Powered by the 11 litre Leyland O.680 engine, 
the new Sherpa was rated as a 20-tonner and 
had a load capacity of between eight and nine 
cubic yards, a great improvement over the five 
cubic yard capacity of the earlier Mountaineer 
Dump Truck. Fully loaded the 20-tonner greatly 
exceeded the limit for legal road use but, being 
only 8ft wide and fitted with single rear tyres, 
the Sherpa could be used on the road if the 
payload was significantly reduced or, of course, 
if it was running empty between sites.

A Mark ll version of the Sherpa was 

introduced in 1961, and the new truck could 
be equipped with either an 8.4 litre Gardner 
engine or the 12.17 litre Rolls-Royce power 
unit. Although a MK lll model appeared in 1963, 
which featured a five-speed Leyland gearbox, 
with overdrive and a crawler, sales of the Sherpa 
were disappointingly low and only 125 of these 
trucks were built. 

Dealer R Cripps & Co in Nottingham was 
awarded the sole marketing and distribution 
rights for the Sherpa, but was faced with fierce 
competition from the likes of Foden which, by 
this time, was producing its own dump trucks. A 
market for some of the Scammell Sherpas was 
found overseas, with the trucks being exported 
to a number of countries as kits of parts, for 
local assembly. For example, a batch of three 

Sherpa kits was exported to India in 1963, and 
these were subsequently fitted with locally built 
rock-carrying bodies.

In 1960, Scammell introduced a 6x4 dump 
truck, the Himalayan, which was officially 
launched at the International Construction 
Exhibition in 1961. This new vehicle was 
equipped with an up-rated version of the O.680 
Power Plus, combined with a Leyland six-speed 
gearbox and hub reduction rear axles. The new 
truck also used the cab and body from the 
earlier model.

 John Fadelle described the new Himalayan 
in a Scammell Register Newsletter: “The 
Himalayan was designed to gross at 30½ tons 
with its 12-14 yard body. Later, when the Group 
decided to categorise such things, it became 

Still in working order, but wonderfully unrestored, 
this Mountaineer is seen in a quarry at Paddock 
Wood in 2006. (Gyles Carpenter) 

Above: A Mountaineer dump truck being loaded with rock from a chute.  
(Roger Mortimore Collection) 

Above: A Ruston shovel loading a Balfour Beattie Mountaineer dump 
truck. (Roger Mortimore Collection) 
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the ‘LD 68’ (68,000 lb Leyland Dumper). The 
significant change from the Sherpa was the 
driveline. Gone were the Scammell gearbox 
and axle, to be replaced by all Leyland units, 
which had just been launched by Leyland for its 
new ‘Goods Range’ of Beaver and Octopus. The 
gearbox, unit mounted with the engine via the 
customary 16¼ inch clutch was the ‘Hi-Torque’ 
six-speed. In fact this was a five-speed box with 
an integral 1.285:1 splitter, the low ‘crawler’ ratio 
of which was only supposed to be employed 
with first and reverse gears.”

However, it was the 24 ton double-drive bogie 
which was no doubt the greatest innovation 

on the new model as John Fadelle explained: 
“This was a fully developed ‘double-drive’ bogie, 
with spiral bevel primary reductions, five planet 
epicyclic hub reductions and a lockable third 
differential in the first axle through drive driving 
head. The gearing, especially the spiral-bevels, 
was immensely strong for the rating and 
Scammell was to take advantage of this feature 
as a base from which to develop all its own 
bogies for the remainder of the firm’s existence.”

Right: R Cripps & Co was appointed as 
the sole distributor for the Sherpa. 
(Roger Mortimore Collection)

C T Olley & Sons of South 
Ockendon operated this 
dump truck based on the 
short wheelbase Highwayman 
chassis. (Roger Mortimore) 

which was no doubt the greatest innovation 

Left: The less successful Highwayman 
version of the dump truck. 
(Roger Mortimore Collection) 








































